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these rites are  all correctly completed, make him continue
as a preta.
To linger as a preta is the most dreaded of all states, for
a preta has a throat as narrow as the eye of a needle, so it
can neither drink water nor breathe, and its shape is such
that it can never stand or sit, but it is for ever flying in the
wind.
It is quite true that a preta is not in hell, but its state is
worse than if it were.
The preta continues in that terrible state not, as we have
already seen, owing to any bad karma it has acquired, but,
generally, owing to the way in which its Sraddha has been
either omitted or bungled. There is, however, another thing
that may hold a spirit in this terrible condition, and that
is the force of its unfulfilled desires; and the reason why the
most terrible of all preta is-that of a woman who dies in
childbed1 is that she, poor soul> has more unfulfilled desires
than any one else could have.
There are well-known cases of the preta of such poor
women worrying their relatives. For instance, in a certain
native state a young wife, who died when her child was bom,
to this very day visits the house of her brother-in-law, and
burns the clothing and bedding of every member of the
family, but never destroys the property of any guest.
And in another village a young Kanabl woman went back
to her old home and, not content with stealing bread from it,
used to set fire to other food and to furniture.
These disembodied spirits, 'however, can communicate with
mortals, for every preta is like the wind, and so can enter
another person's body quite easily, making them shake and
shake, as witness of their presence, and can then say which of
their desires were unfulfilled, and what steps must be taken.
1 When every other argument had failed, the writer once persuaded
a stony-hearted woman to call in medical assistance for her 'daughter-ro-
law, who had been two days in agony, by asking her if she were not afraid
of being haunted by the preta.